
Kalamazoo Parliamentary Law Unit 
General Membership Meeting 
February 12, 2026

President Barb Davis called the general meeting of the Kalamazoo Parliamentary Law Unit to order at 9:33 am.   The meeting was held electronically by Zoom. 
President Davis led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

Secretary Nancy Fody called the roll.  Members present were Barbara Davis, Patricia Dolan, Nancy Fody, Annamarie Groenenboom, Barbara Hemphill, Laurie Marshall, Tristan McKay, and Julie Pioch.  Jeff Parsons attended briefly.  A quorum was present.  

The agenda was adopted with one change.  Discussion of the Google Drive was added to New Business.  

The minutes of the annual meeting held November 20, 2025 were approved as presented.
 
Officer Reports  
President:   President Davis expressed regret that she missed the MSAP Quarterly Zoom meeting.  She did not receive notice.  MSAP Corresponding Secretary Julie Pioch will correct this oversight before the MSAP Virtual Annual Meeting held April 17 and 18, 2026.

Vice President:  VP Jeff Parsons announced his election as president of the Sherrif’s Department Retirement Committee and his appointment to the Michigan Citizens Advisory Emergency Response Council. VP Parsons is pursuing certification as a registered parliamentarian.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Julie Pioch reported the balance in checking is $3,965.65. Since the November  meeting, she received $100 in dues.   Membership is 12.  Two members from 2025 have not renewed.  Treasurer Pioch has filed form 990 with the IRS and uploaded a copy to the Google Drive.  Report is attached.

Standing Committee Reports 

	Bylaws: 
	President Davis appointed Laurie Marshall and Annamarie Groenenboom to the Bylaws Committee.  The KPLU bylaws review was the Educational Program lesson. 




	Education: 
	Education Committee Co-Chair Laurie Marshall reported that the Making Meetings Meaningful Webinars were well received.  Based on attendee requests upcoming webinars will include: 
• Bylaws and Administrative Manuals (Single and multiple date workshop) 
• Nominations and Elections 
• Voting and Voting Procedures 
• So, You Have Been Asked to Serve: Boards and Committees 
• Motions 
 RP Training is available through NAP and MSAP. Contact MSAP President Elisabeth Haynes for more information.  Report is attached.



Library:                      Librarian Davis reported that she still has KPLU library books and brochures at her home.  Member Pioch suggested distributing library items to new members. 

Membership:	Members were encouraged to invite people they know from other organizations to attend KPLU meetings.  Most organizations need more members with knowledge of parliamentary procedure.  MSAP members at large should be invited to attend meetings by Zoom since travel would not be an issue.  Members were encouraged to check their account with NAP since errors have been found.

Nominating:	        The Nominating Committee consists of Julie Pioch and Laurie Marshall. 

	Yearbook:  
	The 2026 Yearbook was shared over Zoom, reviewed by the members and updates made.   Chair Fody will share the completed document with MSAP Webmaster Pioch who will post relevant pages on the website.  The Yearbook will be updated as needed and kept on the Google Drive.



Special Committee Report

Website:	Chair Pioch posts the approved KPLU minutes to the MSAP website along with her other website duties.  She will post the upcoming Making Meetings Meaningful agenda to our website page.  Photos are appreciated.  It was suggested that Website Committee should be a standing committee rather than special.   Bylaws Committee will look into this.

New Business:        Google Drive discussion.

Currently KPLU minutes, reports, lessons, agendas, and yearbook along with historical data have been uploaded to Member Marshall’s personal Google Drive.  Member Marshall recommended  KPLU apply for a free Google Workspace for non-profits.  Member Fody agreed to investigate the requirements for obtaining the workspace, while Members Pioch and Groenenboom offered to manage the drive once it's set up.  President Davis instructed Members Fody and Pioch to move forward with applying for the Google Workspace and to proceed with setting it up.

		        Education Outreach.

Consideration of Education Outreach was referred to the Education Committee.

Educational Lesson:

President Davis led the members in a section by section review of KPLU’s Bylaws which were last amended in November 2022.  Looking at the bylaws from the perspective of an outside parliamentarian engaged with a client, Madam President explained each section’s relevance to the organization and how different organizations could have different requirements.  She stressed that if an organizations bylaws were silent on a subject then the parliamentary authority would be the relevant document.  Michigan Non-Profit Corporations Act is the overriding authority.  Standing Rules and Procedure Manuals are also important sources of information regarding an organization.  During the discussion two items were referred to the Bylaws Committee for further review:  Changing the Website Committee from Special to Standing Committee and Section 5 regarding the Membership Committee structure.

 The meeting adjourned at 11:33 am. 

 Nancy Fody
 Secretary 

Upcoming Events:
Friday, April 17 at 10:00 a.m. ––– MSAP Quarterly Board Meeting 
Saturday, April 18 ––– MSAP Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 14 at 9:30am/9:15 social---KPLU General Meeting at the People’s Church, 1758 N 10th St., Kalamazoo, MI 49009 and by Zoom
Thursday, September 10 at 9:30am/9:15 social---KPLU General Meeting at the People’s Church, 1758 N 10th St., Kalamazoo, MI 49009 and by Zoom
Thursday, November 12 at 9:30 am/9:15 social --- KPLU Annual Meeting the People’s Church, 1758 N 10th St., Kalamazoo, MI 49009 and by Zoom

Websites:
National Association of Parliamentarians - parliamentarians.org
MSAP - michiganparliamentarian.org 
KPLU-- https://www.michiganparliamentarian.org/our-association/local-unit-information/kalamazoo-parliamentary-law-unit/
  KPLU email:  kplumichigan@gmail.com
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